Welcome to the 10th issue of

Bucks County Planning Commission

County is geographically,
topographically and
Hemégtaphitally @iverse, one of
the things that many residents
and visitors often comment on, is
the amount of farmland we retain throughout
ghe county. We are blessed to have the support
of the Commissioners and residents alike, who
all support tremendous dlocavore€ opportunities
as the number of farmers markets, farm to table
restaurants, and Gagritainment€ venues continue
to grow. This year, we have witnessed significant
support at the state level too, with the
introduction and passage of new legislation
aimed at bolstering our agricultural economy
Qna the’ﬁ‘JtuPe of farming across the
Commonwealth.

The return on our investment in preserved farms

Pl anni n gVhile Bu&s g h tidnotonly counted in monetary terms, but in

cultural and social terms as well. So get out
there and explore our local farms, support the
farmers, and enjoy the beauty preserved farms
add to our lives and the allure of Bucks County!

My door is always open and | may be reached via
email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org or
215.345.3401. | look forward to hearing from
you and welcome your feedback.
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launched our Census 2020 web portal to
provide access to Census information,
timelines, and Census Bureau jobs!
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The year 2019 marks the 30th year of the Bucks
County Agricultural Land Preservation Program.
The county has lost many farms to
development, yet many farms still remain, and
many signature farms have been preserved. One
underlying theme has remained constant—the
overwhelming support for farmland
preservation by the residents of Bucks County.
This support has enabled us to preserve over

H Hfarms. This program will guarantee a future
food supply in the county and continue to
contribute to a healthier economy. It ensures a
way of life that Bucks County residents will
cherish for generations to come.

With the approval of Labs farms #1 and #2 at the
upcoming Middletown Grange Fair, Bucks
County will have preserved 223 farms, totaling
17,709 acres.

In 2019, the Bucks County Agricultural Land
Preservation Program received $2,868,432 in
state funding and $1,635,738 in county funding.
This was the third highest amount awarded in
Pennsylvania for farmland preservation.

What was completed in 1832 and
runs from Bristol to Easton?

The program was also fortunate to have had
several municipalities contribute an additional
$3,614,786 in funding. The Bucks County
Agricultural Land Preservation Board has
selected seven farms for preservation in 2019.
There is currently an application list containing
42 farms, on over 2,000 acres.
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The Pennsylvania Agricultural Conservation
Easement Purchase Program leads the nation in
the number of farms and acres permanently
preserved for agricultural production. The
program was approved in 1988, with the first
easement purchased in 1989. In Pennsylvania,
5,329 farms totaling 552,702 acres have been
preserved. | 2y oy dzSR«


https://savingplaces.org/grants#.XRoii-hKiUl
https://savingplaces.org/grants#.XRoii-hKiUl
https://www.arts.gov/grants-organizations/our-town/grant-program-description
https://www.arts.gov/grants-organizations/our-town/grant-program-description
https://www.arts.gov/grants-organizations/our-town/grant-program-description
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/keystone-communities-program-kcp/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/keystone-communities-program-kcp/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/keystone-communities-program-kcp/
mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
https://2020census-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/

PLANNING INSIGHT

Agriculture Preservation Gontinuedl...

The United States Department of Agriculture
announced the results of the 2017 U.S. Census
of Agriculture. In Bucks County, there are 824
farms and 77,255 acres in farmland. The market
value of agriculture sales was $75,757,000, and
the average size of farm is between 10 and 50
acres. Census data provides valuable insights
into the demographics, economics, land use and
activities on U.S. farms.

Rich Harvey has been working for the County
for 34 years and is the Planning CommissionQ
Director of Agricultural Land Preservation and
Open Space Program. He can be reached via
email or phone at rharvey@buckscounty.org or
215.345.3409.

Visit the Bucks County Data Portal for more
information!
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Fireworks

Under PA House Bill 542, passed in October
2017, Pennsylvania state residents, aged 18
and older, are now able to purchase, possess,
and use consumer fireworks. Previously,
consumer fireworks could be sold only to out-
of-state residents.

Also known as aerial fireworks, consumer
fireworks include firecrackers, bottle rockets,
Roman Candles, and similar fireworks
containing a maximum of 50 milligrams of
explosive material. Such fireworks may only be
purchased at a licensed facility.

Known as Act 43 of 2017, the GFireworks Law€
requires facilities selling consumer fireworks to
be located at least 250 feet from a facility
selling or dispensing gasoline, propane or other
flammable products, and at least 1,500 feet
from another facility licensed to sell consumer
fireworks. The facility must be a stand-alone,

permanent
structure that
complies with the
provisions of the
Pennsylvania
Construction Code
Act, and with
monitored burglar
and fire alarm systems. Wholesale or retail
sales areas must be separated from storage
areas by appropriately rated fire separation.

Act 43 also prohibits the discharge of aerial
fireworks within 150 feet of an occupied
structure and prohibits discharging them on
public or private property without the
permission of the property owner.

Many Bucks County municipalities have
adopted zoning standards regulating the
location and operation of such facilities. The
staff of the BCPC is available to assist municipal
officials who have questions on this topic.

The Grange Fair

A Grange is a grassroots, hon-partisan, non-

sectarian, fraternal organization with roots in
agriculture. The Middletown Grange Fair started
in 1948 as a project to participate in a national

contest sponsored by the C I NI W2 dzNJ/ | {
to attempt to raise 300 bushels of corn to an acre.

The first fair exhibited farm machinery, supplies,
automotive, as well as household goods.

The 71st Grange Fair will
boast amusement rides,
live music, farm animals,
artwork, contests,

much more. Be sure to stop by our table to learn

games, shopping, food,

entertainment, and

about the Bucks County Planning Commission!
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http://www.buckscounty.org
mailto:bcpc@buckscounty.org
https://fodc.org/
https://www.middletowngrangefair.org/
mailto:rharvey@buckscounty.org
https://agpres-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/

